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Preface

Building upon the success of the previous four volumes in the Autographs...Memories Forever series, 
I am delighted to present this fifth edition. This volume specifically showcases the autographs of 
cricketers who have received prestigious awards and accolades across various prominent forums. 
For any dedicated autograph collector, gathering the signatures of these celebrated cricketers, 
represents a deeply rewarding and prestigious pursuit. This book compiles these unique signatures 
in their absolute completeness, organized into the following distinct categories:

* C K Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Awardees

* Arjuna Awardees of Indian Cricket

* Indian Cricket Legends Inducted into the ICC Hall of Fame

* Wisden Cricketers of the Year from India

* The Centurion Club: Indian Cricket Players with 100+ Tests

I have often maintained that this thematic and creative presentation is driven by personal passion 
and fulfillment. Just as “Share the Knowledge — Spread the Knowledge” serves as my life’s motto, 
“Share the Happiness — Spread the Happiness” remains the core philosophy guiding my journey. It 
is in the true spirit of sharing this joy that this volume has been prepared and published. The process 
of collecting and meticulously arranging these signatures into thematic pages has been an incredibly 
enriching experience.

I wish to express my deepest appreciation for the support, guidance, and encouragement extended by 
my fellow autograph collectors throughout this journey. My sincere thanks go to Indian Army Veteran 
Colonel Vembu Shankar (Shaurya Chakra) of Chennai, Milind Wagle of Thane (Maharashtra), G. D. 
Agrawal of Kolkata, Santoshkumar Lahoti of Kolkata, Yogiraj Dr. Sarvesh Soni of Nashik, Dhiren Shah 
of Mumbai, Debapriyo Goswami of Kolkata, Amarjeet Singh of New Delhi, Ved Harsh of Lucknow, 
Dr. Dhimant Purohit of Ahmedabad, Rakshit Pambhar of Rajkot, Nilesh Parmar of Ahmedabad, and 
many others.

I am especially grateful to Shrey Mehta of Rajkot, who not only assisted in obtaining signatures from 
numerous cricketers but also meticulously reviewed the manuscript, offering vital recommendations 
to ensure accuracy and maximum utility for collectors.

I also gratefully acknowledge the digital resources of Google and Wikipedia, which provided 
invaluable reference material and historical details. Furthermore, I extend my profound gratitude to 
my wife, Rekha, for her unwavering support and encouragement across all my literary endeavors. 
I also acknowledge with appreciation the tireless efforts of Dipen Oza, who designed the elegant 
layout of this book.

It is my sincere hope that this book serves as a valuable resource for autograph collectors and 
cricket enthusiasts alike. With God’s grace and my parents’ blessings, I look forward to presenting 
future volumes in this series, exploring diverse themes of autographs from Indian celebrities.

Praful Thakkar
Ahmedabad
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ICC Hall of Fame Awardee-2023 ICC Hall of Fame Awardee-2024
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ICC Hall of Fame Awardee-2026

Indian Cricket Legends inducted into ICC Hall of Fame
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Sunil Gavaskar Dilip Vengsarkar

Kapil Dev Sachin Tendulkar

The Centurion Club: Indian Cricketers with 100+ Tests
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Anil Kumble Rahul Dravid

Sourav Ganguly VVS Laxman

The Centurion Club: Indian Cricketers with 100+ Tests



AUTOGRAPHS... Memories Forever y| 66 |

Virender Sehwag Harbhajan Singh

Ishant Sharma Virat Kohli

The Centurion Club: Indian Cricketers with 100+ Tests
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Cheteshwar Pujara Ravichandran Ashwin

The Centurion Club: Indian Cricketers with 100+ Tests
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