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Preface

With the wonderful appreciation and success of my previous five books in the Autographs... Memories 
Forever series, I am absolutely delighted to present this sixth volume. This edition specifically 
showcases the autographs of the legendary sports wizards who have been honoured with India’s 
highest sporting accolade—the Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award—alongside a spectacular 
galaxy of Indian Olympic and Paralympic medal winners, presented here in their entirety.

As an avid autograph collector, I have always organised my collection thematically. Among various 
categories, the one dedicated to Sports Champions and Olympic/Paralympic awardees holds a very 
special niche in my heart. This book compiles the unique signatures of these sporting titans in their 
absolute completeness.

I have often mentioned that this style of thematic and creative presentation is born out of my own 
passion and happiness. Just as “Share the Knowledge — Spread the Knowledge” is my life’s motto, 
“Share the Happiness — Spread the Happiness” is the core philosophy that guides my journey. It 
is in the true spirit of sharing this joy that this volume has been envisioned and published. For me, 
collecting and creatively arranging these signatures into thematic pages has been a truly thrilling and 
rewarding experience.

I deeply appreciate and acknowledge the invaluable help, support, guidance, and encouragement 
given by my fellow autograph collectors in pursuing this hobby and compiling this volume. My sincere 
thanks go to Indian Army Veteran Colonel Vembu Shankar (Shaurya Chakra) of Chennai, Milind 
Wagle of Thane (Maharashtra), G. D. Agrawal of Kolkata, Santoshkumar Lahoti of Kolkata, Yogiraj 
Dr. Sarvesh Soni of Nashik, Dhiren Shah of Mumbai, Debapriyo Goswami of Kolkata, Amarjeet 
Singh of New Delhi, Ved Harsh of Lucknow, Dr. Dhimant Purohit of Ahmedabad, Rakshit Pambhar of 
Rajkot, Nilesh Parmar of Ahmedabad, and many others.

I am especially thankful to Shrey Mehta of Rajkot, who not only helped me obtain signatures from 
a number of capped cricketers but also meticulously reviewed the manuscript, suggesting vital 
changes to ensure accuracy and utility for collectors.

I also gratefully acknowledge Google and Wikipedia, whose digital services and sources provided 
essential research details. Furthermore, I am deeply grateful to my life partner and wife, Rekha, for 
her unwavering support and encouragement in this and all my other creative pursuits.

I acknowledge with heartfelt gratitude the tireless efforts of Dipen Oza, who beautifully designed the 
layout of this book.

I hope this book serves as a valuable resource and an inspiration for autograph collectors, sports 
lovers, and cricket enthusiasts alike. With God’s grace and my parents’ blessings, I look forward 
to presenting future volumes in this series, exploring diverse themes of autographs from Indian 
celebrities.

Praful Thakkar
Ahmedabad
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